
 

[Nature in  
The Secret Garden] 

positive descriptions 

 
bird with a bright red breast (40) 
a brilliant, deep blue sky (68) 
the moor looked softly blue (68) 
the fresh, strong, pure air from the moor (77) 
the high arch of blue sky (90) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
gardens 

 
to be in flower (27) 
shrubbery (37), shrubs, bushes 
paths (52), gates (38) 
wide lawns (38) 
winding walks with clipped border (38) 
flower-beds (38) 
a large pool (38) 
old grey fountain (38) 
winter vegetables (39) 
fruit-trees (39) 
glass frames (39) 
kitchen-gardens (39) 
orchard (39) 
the topmost branch (40) 
the creeping dark green leaves (51) (= ivy) 
a long spray of ivy (51) 
moss-covered flower-urns (90) 
white root like an onion (93) 
 
 
 
 

the moor 

 
hedges (22) 
bushes (23) 
wild land that nothing grows on (23) 
heather [...] in bloom (23) 
gorse and broom (23) 
rain (23) 
the wind [...] made strange sounds (23) 
water rushed very fast [and noisily](23) 
wide, bleak (24) 
blackberries an’ heather-bells (47) 
the windy wuthering (54) 
the rain poured down in torrents (58) 
hidden by grey mist and cloud (58) 
rain-storm (68) 
gusts of wind (85) 
 
 
 

flowers,  bushes, vegetables, trees, 

etc. 

 
seeds (95) 
bulbs (93) 
 
rose-trees (47), rose-bushes (88) 
scarlet hibiscus blossoms (3) 
silver bells (10) 
marigolds (10) 
crocus (72) 
snowdrop (72) 
narcissus  (93):  
daffodils (72), jonquils (93) 
lilies (93) 
purple flags (= iris) (93) 
poppy, -ies (109) 
larkspur (111) 
mignonette (111) 
 
evergreen thorn (38) 
gold coloured gorse blossoms (69) 
currant-bush (105) 
laurel-hedge (109) 
holly bush (112) 
ivy (38) grew thickly (51) 
 
cabbage (73) 
onion (93) 
parsley (95) 
radishes (95) 
potatoes (‘taters) (106) 
 
apple-tree (46) 
 
grass (18) 
moss (90) 
weeds (91) 
 
 
 
 

negative descriptions 

 
the rain [...] streaming down (20) 
wild, dreary enough place (23) 
bare and wintry (38) 
bare fruit-trees (40) 
winter-browned grass (40) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
animals 

 
snake [...] with eyes like jewels (6) 
 
wild ponies (23) 
sheep (sg./pl.) (23) 
foxes (47), a fox cub (58) 
collie puppies (59) 
a little grey mouse (64) 
six baby mice (64) 
rabbits (70) 
squirrel (109) 
mole (74) 
 
skylark (27) 
robin (41) with his soft bright eye [...] 
like a black dewdrop (43) 
robin redbreast (51) 
crow (58) 
raven (59) 
parrot (62) 
cock pheasant (109) 
 
butterflies (69) 
bees (69) 
beetle (113) 
 


