Flat and round characters

Terms used by E. M. Foster in Aspects of the Novel (1927) to describe two basically
different types of character — and characterisation. A ‘flat’ character does not
change in the course of a story or play; a ‘round’ one develops and thus alters.
[...] Shakespeare’s Henry IV (Parts I and II) provides a suitable contrast in the
shape of Hotspur and Prince Hal. The former is a ‘flat’ character; the Prince
changes and develops considerably in the course of the play.
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