
Talking about literature 

 
 
Always use the present simple to talk about literary texts (novels, short stories, 
plays, poems, etc.). 
 
Study the following short summary of the first scene in 
Shakespeare’s Macbeth: 
 

Thunder and lightning crash above a Scottish moor. Three old 
women, the witches, appear out of the storm. In chanting tones, 
they make plans to meet again upon the heath, after the battle, to 
confront Macbeth. As quickly as they arrive, they disappear. 
 
From an analysis of the play’s first scenes: 
 

These scenes establish the play’s dramatic premise – the witches’ 
awakening of Macbeth’s ambition – and present the main 
characters and their relationships. At the same time, the first three 
scenes establish a dark mood that permeates the entire play. 
 
 
 
 
Useful vocabulary 

 
literature [’kHsq?sR?] Literatur 

text [sdjrs] Text 

line [k`Hm] Zeile 

paragraph [’ozq?fq@9e] Textabsatz 

passage [’ozrHcY] Textabschnitt 

section [’rdjRm] längerer Abschnitt 

chapter [’sRzos?\ Kapitel 

 
story [’rsN9qH] Geschichte, Erzählung a short story, a detective story 

novel [’mPuk] Roman 

novelist [’mPukHrs] Romanschriftsteller(in) 

author  [’N9S?] Autor, Verfasser 

writer [’q`Hs?] Schriftsteller(in) 

prose [oq?Ty] Prosa to write in prose 

fiction [’eHjRm] Fiktion; erählende Literatur a science-fiction novel 

non-fiction [,mPm’eHjRm] Sachbücher, Sachliteratur 

historical [gH’rsPqHjk] historisch, Geschichts- a historical novel 

narrative [’mzq?sHu] erzählend 

narrator [m?’qdHs?\ Erzähler The first-person narrator is a 

 character in the story. 
 
poetry [’o?THsqH] Dichtung, Poesie 

poem [’o?THl] Gedicht 

poet [’o?THs] Dichter(in) 

poetic [o?T’dsHj] poetisch, dichterisch Rhyme is a poetic device. 

device  [cH’u`Hr] Stilmittel (Vorrichtung)  

 

 
 

Lady Macbeth with blood on her 
hands. 



 

drama [’cq@9l?] Drama 

dramatic [cq@9’lzsHj] dramatisch dramatic irony 

play [’okdH] Theaterstück 

playwright [’okdHq`Hs] Dramatiker(in) 

comedy [’jPlHcH] Komödie 

tragedy [’sqzcYHcH] Tragödie 

 
 
character [’jzq?js?] Figur, Person, Rolle 

protagonist [oq?T’szf?mHrs]   Hauptfigur 

antagonist [zm’szf?mHrs] Gegenspieler (der Hauptfigur) 

setting [’rdsHM] Schauplatz, Rahmen the setting of a novel 

scenery [’rh9m?qH] Szenerie, Bühnenbild 

function [’eUMjRm]  Aufgabe, Bedeutung What is the function of  

   her dream in the story? 
contrast [j?m’sq@9rs] Gegensatz, Kontrast Scene iii forms a contrast to the 

  previous scenes. 
to contrast with sth. im Gegensatz zu etwas stehen 
to describe [cH’rjq`Ha] beschreiben 

description [cH’rjqHaRm] Beschreibung 

summary [’rUl?qH] Zusammenfassung Write a summary of the plot of  

 Macbeth. 
to summarise [’rUl?+q`Hy] zusammenfassen 

plot [okPs] Handlungsablauf, -führung   

storyline [’rsN9qHk`Hm] Handlung 

to analyse [’zm?k`Hy] untersuchen, analysieren 

analysis [?’mzk?rHr] Analyse text analysis 

to interprete [hm’s29oqHs] interpretieren, deuten 

interpretation [hm,s29oqH’sdHRm]   Interpretation, Deutung 

to comment [’jPldms] etwas kommentieren comment on a text 

comment [’jPldms] Kommentar, Anmerkung   

commentary [’jPldmsqH] Kommentar, Erläuterung write a commentary 

to quote [jv?Ts] zitieren 

quotation [jv?T’sdHRm] Zitat 

perspective [o?’rodjsHu] Perspektive, Berachtungsweise narrative perspective 

point of view [’oNHms?u’uit9]   Standpunkt from her point of view 

 


