
US Presidential elections 2008 
 

 
The term of a President is for a period of four years. The President is not 
allowed to serve more than two terms. Every four years a new President is 
elected. The Republican George W. Bush has been President for two terms 
(eight years) therefore he cannot take part in the elections 2008. 
 
 
There are two main political parties: the Democrats and the Republicans. 
 

 
 

The Democrats’ logo (a donkey) 

 
 

The Republicans’ logo (an elephant) 
 
 
 
 

 

The candidates for this year’s election are: 
 

Democrats: 
 

  
 

Hillary Clinton Barack Obama 
 
Barack Obama 
John Edwards 
Mike Gravel 
Dennis Kucinich 
Bill Richardson 

Republicans: 
 

  
 

John McCain Mike Huckabee 
 
Rudy Giuliani 
Duncan Hunter 
Ron Paul 
Mitt Romney 
Fred Thompson 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1. Choosing a Candidate (Primaries and Caucuses) 
It started in Iowa in early January 2008. In this primary season, the support-
ers of the two main parties choose their candidate in each of the fifty states of 
the union. 
 
2. Party Conventions 
Each political party picks a group of people from each state to represent the 
state at this convention. At the convention, the delegates cast their votes for 
the candidate who was the top vote-getter in that state in the caucus or pri-
mary election. 

 
3. Election Day 
The presidential election will take place on Tuesday, 4 November 2008. Peo-
ple across the country cast their votes for whichever candidate they believe 
will do the best job. When Americans are casting their votes for the presiden-
tial candidates, they are actually casting their votes for electors (Electoral 
College), who will cast their votes for the candidates.  
The presidential candidate who receives the most votes in each state gets all 
of the electoral votes for that state. In other words, if the state of Vermont has 
three electoral votes, it casts all of its electoral votes for the winning candi-
date. So if Diana Valdez has 4,100,103 votes and Fred Smith has 4,100,100 

votes, Diana Valdez still gets 
all three of Vermont’s electoral 
votes and Fred Smith gets 0. 
When all the electoral votes 
are counted, the president 
with the most votes wins. The 
presidential election takes 
place in November, but the 
new president doesn’t take 
office until January 20 of the 
following year. 
 
 

›› for the latest result go to: http://edition.cnn.com/ELECTION/2008/ 

 

 
 

Map of the numbers of electors of each state. 
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The term of a President is for a period of _____________________ years. The President is not 

allowed to serve more than _____________________ terms. Every four years a new President 

is elected. The Republican George W. Bush has been President for two terms 

(eight years) therefore he cannot take part in the elections 2008. 

 
There are two main political parties:  

the ___________________________________________________________________ and the ___________________________________________________________________. 

 

 
 

The Democrats’ logo (a donkey) 

 
 

The Republicans’ logo (an elephant) 
 
 
 
 

 

The candidates for this year’s election are: 
 

Democrats: 
 

  

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

  
John Edwards 
Mike Gravel 
Dennis Kucinich 
Bill Richardson 

Republicans: 
 

  

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Rudy Giuliani 
Duncan Hunter 
Ron Paul 
Mitt Romney 
Fred Thompson 

 
 

 



1. Choosing a Candidate (Primaries and Caucuses) 
It started in Iowa in early January 2008. In this primary season, the support-
ers of the two main parties choose their candidate in each of the fifty states of 
the union. (A candidate must be at least 35 years of age.) 
 
2. Party Conventions 
Each political party picks a group of people from each state to represent the 
state at this convention. At the convention, the delegates cast their votes for 
the candidate who was the top vote-getter in that state in the caucus or pri-
mary election. 

 
3. Election Day 
The presidential election will take place on Tuesday, 4 November 2008. Peo-
ple across the country cast their votes for whichever candidate they believe 
will do the best job. When Americans are casting their votes for the presiden-
tial candidates, they are actually casting their votes for electors (Electoral 
College, a total of 538 votes), who will cast their votes for the candidates.  

The presidential candidate who receives the most votes in each state gets 
all of the electoral votes for that state. In other words, if the state of Vermont 
has three electoral votes, it casts all of its electoral votes for the winning can-
didate. So if Diana Valdez has 4,100,103 votes and Fred Smith has 4,100,100 

votes, Diana Valdez still gets 
all three of Vermont’s electoral 
votes and Fred Smith gets 0. 
 When all the electoral votes 
are counted, the president 
with the most votes wins. The 
presidential election takes 
place in November, but the 
new president doesn’t take 
office until January 20 of the 
following year. 
 
 

›› for the latest result go to: http://edition.cnn.com/ELECTION/2008/ 

 

 
 

Map of the numbers of electors of each state. 



 
 

US Presidential elections 2008 

Quiz 
 

1.  How long is the Presidential Term? 
Ο 2 years  
Ο 4 years 
Ο 6 years  
Ο 8 years  
 
2.  The two main parties in US are 
Ο Republicans and Democrats 
Ο Whigs and Hats  
Ο Lords and Commons  
Ο Congress and Legislature  
 
3.  The US Government officially is 
Ο A Monarchy  
Ο A Dictatorship  
Ο A Oligarchy  
Ο A Democracy 
 
4.  If something happens to the President who assumes office? 
Ο Speaker  
Ο Vice President 
Ο Chief Justice  
Ο The First Lady  
 
5.  What is the minimum age limit for a person contesting for the post 
of President? 
Ο 18 years  
Ο 35 years 
Ο 21 years  
Ο 40 years  
 
6.  Where is the first primary held? 
Ο California  
Ο Texas  
Ο Little Rock  
Ο Iowa 
 

 



7.  What is the total number of electoral votes? 
Ο 500  
Ο 528  
Ο 538 
Ο 438  
 
8.  Which animal is the symbol of the Democrats? 
Ο Elephant  
Ο Ass (Donkey) 
Ο Dove  
Ο Rabbit  
 
9.  Which animal is the symbol of the Republicans? 
Ο Elephant 
Ο Donkey  
Ο Tiger  
Ο Dog  
 
10.  Which is the Election Day? 
Ο The second Sunday of November  
Ο The last Friday of November  
Ο The first Monday of November  
Ο The first Tuesday of November 
 
11.  When does the oath taking by the new President take place? 
Ο 13th January, the next year  
Ο 14 February, the next year  
Ο 20th January, the next year 
Ο The first Monday of the New Year  
 
12.  The President’s wife is called 
Ο Mrs. President  
Ο Lady President  
Ο The First Lady 
Ο First President 
 

 

 

 

 

 


