
British vs American English 
 
British English American English 

air hostess flight attendant 
autumn fall 
bill note 
billfold wallet 
biro (ball-point) pen 
biscuit cookie 
block of flats apartment house 
bookshop bookstore 
boot trunk 
butcher’s shop butchers’ shop 
candy floss cotton candy 
car park parking lot 
caravan trailer 
caretaker janitor 
catalogue catalog 
centre center 
chips French fries 
cinema movie theater 
class, form grade 
clothes pegs clothespins 
colour color 
cooker stove 
crossroads intersection 
cupboard closet 
dialogue dialog 
diversion detour 
driving licence driver’s license 
dustbin, bin garbage can 
extra time overtime 
favourite favorite 
film movie 
flat apartment 
full stop period 
icing sugar powdered sugar 
lorry truck 
mashed potato mashed potatoes 
motorway freeway 
nappies diapers 
neighbour neighbor 
pavement sidewalk 
petrol (station) gas (station) 
primary school elementary school, grade school 
prison (gaol) jail 
pupil student 
tyre tire 
railway railroad 
roundabout traffic circle 
rubber eraser 
semi-detached house duplex 
shop assistant sales clerk 
sledge sled 
sweet shop candy shop 
tap faucet 



 

theatre theater 
town centre downtown 
traffic lights stop lights 
tram streetcar 
underground subway 
vest undershirt 
video VCR 
zebra crossing pedestrian crossing 

 


