
Prepositions after verbs 
 

 

1. They accused him ______________________________ having robbed some tourists. 

2. All are agreed ______________________________ this point. 

3. We refused to agree ______________________________ their demands. 

4. She never agrees ______________________________ me. 

5. You must allow ______________________________ his bad condition. 

6. The costs of the excursion amount ______________________________ 18£. 

7. If you are in financial difficulties, you can apply ______________________________ a 

scholarship. 

8. That particular kind of music appeals ______________________________ me very much. 

9. You cannot apply ______________________________ that rule in this case. It doesn’t apply 

______________________________ here. 

10. Many people applied ______________________________ the job. 

11. The leaflet explains how the system will apply ______________________________ you. 

12. My parents don’t approve ______________________________ my staying out too late at night. 

13. Orell volunteers to attend ______________________________ that matter. 

14. He succeeded in bargaining ______________________________ a lower price. 

15. The Swiss are difficult to bargain ______________________________ 

16. I am very much in sympathy ______________________________ those revolutionary ideas. 

17. They always beat her ______________________________ cross country skiing. 

18. I assume that we all believe ______________________________ God. 

19. You can also indirectly benefit ______________________________ their success. 

20. Don’t blame us ______________________________ the fraud. 

21. Don’t blame the fraud ______________________________ us. 

22. He constantly boasts ______________________________ his physical strength. 

23. Dan called ______________________________ her at 8 o’clock and then they went ______________________________ 

the cinema. 

24. While I was ill, my classmates never called ______________________________ me. 

25. Do you think she still cares ______________________________ him? 

26. In the course of the last few hours the weather has changed ______________________________ 

the worse. 

27. It is difficult to change a cat ______________________________ a crow. 

28. We all hope that he will change ______________________________ time. 

29. The shower is not included in the price. We charge extra ______________________________ it. 

30. In court the man was charged ______________________________ high treason. 

31. The two never agreed ______________________________ compete ______________________________ each other. 

32. The butcher and myself competed ______________________________ the first prize. 

33. Let’s compete ______________________________ a race now. 



 

34. In that class the pupils always complain ______________________________ having too much to 

do. 

35. Most people complimented/congratulated her ______________________________ her 

stubbornness. 

36. I’m afraid I cannot concentrate ______________________________ such a complicated riddle 

now. 

37. The judge condemned him ______________________________ five years in prison. 

38. She eventually confessed ______________________________ having stolen the jewellery. 

39. We confine the theme of your essay ______________________________ a characterisation of 

Linda. 

40. That particular books consists ______________________________ three parts only. 

41. Your task consists ______________________________ getting the injured person out of the water. 

42. I find it difficult to consent ______________________________ your wishes. 

43. Couldn’t you contribute just a little bit ______________________________ our common 

enterprise? 

44. Try to convince him ______________________________ the truth of what you say. 

45. That skating holiday cured them ______________________________ their rheumatism. 

46. It is extremely nerve racking to deal ______________________________ those people. 

47. Did you know that he deals ______________________________ hats, and stockings, and army 

knives? 

48. Hopefully they never declared war ______________________________ one another. 

49. It all depends ______________________________ whether you prepare those passages 

thoroughly. 

50. The poor people of that country are being deprived ______________________________ the most 

fundamental human rights. 

51. Jean devotes a lot of time ______________________________ her hobbies. 

52. Some of them are prepared to die ______________________________ their convictions. 

53. In hospital she then died ______________________________ her serious injuries. 

54. Nowadays many people die ______________________________ a heart attack. 

55. This tool differs ______________________________ that one with regard to usefulness and price. 

56. His parents discouraged him ______________________________ starting an apprenticeship. 

57. We never envied him ______________________________ his money. 

58. Those aircraft can be equipped ______________________________ nuclear weapons. 

59. She seems to have fallen in love ______________________________ another man every second 

week. 

60. Fish feed ______________________________ birds if I am not mistaken. 

61. He keeps fishing ______________________________ compliments! 

62. They cruelly forced him ______________________________ drinking the poisonous liquid. 

63. Over the last few years they’ve grown ______________________________ strength and beauty. 

64. Over the last few years they’ve grown ______________________________ criminals. 

65. Should we have mercy ______________________________ those who cheat repeatedly? 

66. I have a lot of sympathy ______________________________ revolutionary ideas. (see 17 above) 



 

67. Help yourself ______________________________ some more salad. 

68. She faintly hinted ______________________________ a possible solution to the problem. 

69. He impressed me very much ______________________________ his technical knowledge. 

70. The fire brigade failed to inform the public ______________________________ the accident. 

71. Never stop insisting ______________________________ the fact that you are Swiss. 

72. Their house was insured ______________________________ fire but not ______________________________ 

avalanches. 

73. She says she intends ______________________________ leave this country soon. 

74. Beware of interfering ______________________________ him! 

75. He suggested that I should invest ______________________________ real estate rather than 

______________________________ art objects. 

76. They easily succeeded ______________________________ involving her ______________________________ a terrible 

crime. 

77. Can you keep all those secrets ______________________________ yourself? 

78. Please lead me out ______________________________ the darkness ______________________________ the light! 

79. As a matter of fact she lives ______________________________ those handicapped people. 

80. He seems to be able ______________________________ live ______________________________ air and love. 

81. Stan eventually managed ______________________________ live up ______________________________ his reputation 

as a gentleman. 

82. It looked ______________________________ me as if there had been a thunder storm 

immediately before my arrival. 

83. Don’t try to make her ______________________________ someone she doesn’t want 

______________________________ be. 

84. Have you made up your mind ______________________________ joining that interesting club? 

85. What exactly do you mean ______________________________ referring ______________________________ that book 

passage? 

86. Unfortunately, he was mistaken ______________________________ a terrorist and killed 

______________________________ a policeman. 

87. My parents rarely object ______________________________ anything I do. 

88. His nervousness prevented him ______________________________ speaking fluently. 

89. She cannot earn enough money to (be able to) provide ______________________________ the 

children. 

90. My relatives provided me ______________________________ a lot of material about South 

Africa. 

91. In the course ______________________________ the last few years, Lucerne has reduced the 

number of hotel beds ______________________________ approximately two fifths. 

92. They reduced her salary ______________________________ three thousand francs a month. 

93. Whenever Ron feels insecure, he resorts ______________________________ the use (or rather: 

abuse) of violence. 

94. The use of the library is restricted ______________________________ residents of this town. 

95. This strange odour is caused ______________________________ / results ______________________________ the 

farmers’ excessive manuring. 



 

96. Such sales lead ______________________________ / result ______________________________ panic buying. 

97. That song always reminds me ______________________________ a romantic love affair. 

98. We shall always remember her ______________________________ her unfaltering cheerfulness. 

99. Our teacher was robbed ______________________________ his check book. 

100. It is difficult to sacrifice a comfortable job ______________________________ an adventurous 

one. 

101. I promise to share both wonderful and evil hours ______________________________ you. 

102. Sometimes it is very helpful to speak ______________________________ a friend. 

103. As his class teacher I had to speak ______________________________ his parents. 

104. The doctor spoke ______________________________ all kinds of contagious diseases. 

105. Sheila plans ______________________________ specialise ______________________________ tourism. 

106. Marc spends a lot of time (______________________________) reading narrative literature. 

107. He’s very keen ______________________________ struggling ______________________________ the opposition. 

108. As soon as Queen Elisabeth II dies, Prince Charles will succeed 

______________________________ the throne. 

109. In many countries, people suffer ______________________________ their religious beliefs. 

110. It seems that more people suffer ______________________________ AIDS than ______________________________ 

cancer. 

111. I wanted to start an investigation, but he refused to supply me  

______________________________ the necessary data. 

112. After having fought for three days and nights, the soldiers finally 

surrendered ______________________________ the attackers who clearly outnumbered them. 

113. We would never have suspected her ______________________________ such a violent act. 

114. Unscrupulous people have taken advantage ______________________________ his relative lack 

of intelligence. 

115. You should have taken at least some of us ______________________________ your confidence. 

116. I cannot think ______________________________ a better solution than the one you’ve just 

proposed. 

117. He constantly threatened us ______________________________ that particular weapon. 

118. Ann often succeeded ______________________________ turning black ______________________________ white. 

119. She frequently warned me ______________________________ believing everything he said. 

120. Don’t expect me ______________________________ wait ______________________________ you all the time! 

121. They won a prize ______________________________ swimming across the river. 

122. The two work ______________________________ the same project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Prepositions after verbs 
 

 

1. They accused him of having robbed some tourists. 

2. All are agreed on this point. 

3. We refused to agree to their demands. 

(= to say yes to sth) 

4. She never agrees with me. 

5. You must allow for his bad condition. 

(= to consider sth) 

6. The costs of the excursion amount to 18£. 

7. If you are in financial difficulties, you can apply for a scholarship. 

8. That particular kind of music appeals to me very much. 

9. You cannot apply – that rule in this case. It doesn’t apply – here. 

10. Many people applied for the job. 

11. The leaflet explains how the system will apply to you. 

12. My parents don’t approve of my staying out too late at night. 

13. Orell volunteers to attend to that matter.  

(= to deal with sth) 

14. He succeeded in bargaining for a lower price. 

15. The Swiss are difficult to bargain with. 

16. I am very much in sympathy with those revolutionary ideas. 

17. They always beat her at cross country skiing. 

18. I assume that we all believe in God. 

19. You can also indirectly benefit from their success. 

20. Don’t blame us for the fraud. 

21. Don’t blame the fraud on us. 

22. He constantly boasts about/of his physical strength.  

(to brag about/of sth, to show off sth) 

23. Dan called for her at 8 o’clock and then they went to the cinema. 

(to collect sb in order to go somewhere) 

24. While I was ill, my classmates never called on me. 

(to pay a visit to sb) 

25. Do you think she still cares for him? 

26. In the course of the last few hours the weather has changed for the 

worse. 

27. It is difficult to change a cat into a crow. 

28. We all hope that he will change with time. 



 

29. The shower is not included in the price. We charge extra for it. 

30. In court the man was charged with high treason. 

31. The two never agreed to compete against/with each other. 

32. The butcher and myself competed for the first prize. 

33. Let’s compete in a race now. 

34. In that class the pupils always complain of/about having too much to 

do. 

35. Most people complimented/congratulated her on her stubbornness. 

36. I’m afraid I cannot concentrate on such a complicated riddle now. 

37. The judge condemned him to five years in prison. 

38. She eventually confessed to having stolen the jewellery. 

39. We confine the theme of your essay to a characterisation of Linda. 

40. That particular books consists of three parts only.  

(to consist of sth = several parts) 

41. Your task consists in getting the injured person out of the water.  

(to consist in sth = one main part) 

42. I find it difficult to consent to your wishes. 

43. Couldn’t you contribute just a little bit to our common enterprise? 

44. Try to convince him of the truth of what you say. 

45. That skating holiday cured them of their rheumatism. 

46. It is extremely nerve racking to deal with those people. 

47. Did you know that he deals in hats, and stockings, and army knives?  

(to buy and sell goods) 

48. Hopefully they never declared war on one another. 

49. It all depends on whether you prepare those passages thoroughly. 

50. The poor people of that country are being deprived of the most 

fundamental human rights. 

51. Jean devotes a lot of time to her hobbies. 

52. Some of them are prepared to die for their convictions. 

53. In hospital she then died from her serious injuries. 

54. Nowadays many people die of a heart attack. 

55. This tool differs from that one with regard to usefulness and price. 

56. His parents discouraged him from starting an apprenticeship. 

57. We never envied him – his money. 

58. Those aircraft can be equipped with nuclear weapons. 

59. She seems to have fallen in love with another man every second 

week. 

60. Fish feed on birds if I am not mistaken. 



 

61. He keeps fishing for compliments! 

62. They cruelly forced him into drinking the poisonous liquid. 

63. Over the last few years they’ve grown in strength and beauty. 

64. Over the last few years they’ve grown into criminals. 

65. Should we have mercy on those who cheat repeatedly? 

66. I have a lot of sympathy towards revolutionary ideas. (see 17 above) 

67. Help yourself to some more salad. 

68. She faintly hinted at a possible solution to the problem. 

69. He impressed me very much with his technical knowledge. 

70. The fire brigade failed to inform the public about/of the accident. 

71. Never stop insisting on the fact that you are Swiss. 

72. Their house was insured against fire but not against avalanches. 

73. She says she intends to leave this country soon. 

74. Beware of interfering with him! 

75. He suggested that I should invest in real estate rather than (in) art 

objects. 

76. They easily succeeded in involving her in a terrible crime. 

77. Can you keep all those secrets to yourself? 

78. Please lead me out of the darkness into the light! 

79. As a matter of fact she lives for those handicapped people. 

80. He seems to be able to live on air and love. 

81. Stan eventually managed to live up to his reputation as a gentleman. 

82. It looked to me as if there had been a thunder storm immediately 

before my arrival. 

83. Don’t try to make her into someone she doesn’t want to be. 

84. Have you made up your mind about joining that interesting club? 

85. What exactly do you mean by referring to that book passage? 

86. Unfortunately, he was mistaken for a terrorist and killed by a 

policeman. 

87. My parents rarely object to anything I do. 

88. His nervousness prevented him from speaking fluently. 

89. She cannot earn enough money to (be able to) provide for the 

children. 

(= to give sb what they need to live) 

90. My relatives provided me with a lot of material about South Africa. 

91. In the course of the last few years, Lucerne has reduced the number 

of hotel beds by approximately two fifths. 

92. They reduced her salary to three thousand francs a month. 



 

93. Whenever Ron feels insecure, he resorts to the use (or rather: abuse) 

of violence. 

94. The use of the library is restricted to residents of this town. 

95. This strange odour is caused by / results from the farmers’ excessive 

manuring. 

96. Such sales lead to / result in panic buying. 

97. That song always reminds me of a romantic love affair. 

98. We shall always remember her for her unfaltering cheerfulness. 

99. Our teacher was robbed of his check book. 

100. It is difficult to sacrifice a comfortable job for/to an adventurous one. 

101. I promise to share both wonderful and evil hours with you. 

102. Sometimes it is very helpful to speak with a friend. 

103. As his class teacher I had to speak to his parents. 

104. The doctor spoke of all kinds of contagious diseases. 

105. Sheila plans to specialise in tourism. 

106. Marc spends a lot of time (on) reading narrative literature. 

107. He’s very keen on struggling against the opposition. 

108. As soon as Queen Elisabeth II dies, Prince Charles will succeed to 

the throne. 

109. In many countries, people suffer for their religious beliefs. 

110. It seems that more people suffer from AIDS than from cancer. 

111. I wanted to start an investigation, but he refused to supply me with 

the necessary data. 

112. After having fought for three days and nights, the soldiers finally 

surrendered to the attackers who clearly outnumbered them. 

113. We would never have suspected her of such a violent act. 

114. Unscrupulous people have taken advantage of his relative lack of 

intelligence. 

115. You should have taken at least some of us into your confidence. 

116. I cannot think of a better solution than the one you’ve just proposed. 

117. He constantly threatened us with that particular weapon. 

118. Ann often succeeded in turning black into white. 

119. She frequently warned me against believing everything he said. 

120. Don’t expect me to wait on you all the time! 

(to wait on sb = to act as a servant to sb, especially by serving food to them) 

121. They won a prize for swimming across the river. 

122. The two work on the same project. 

 


